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 Transportation 
and Health Tool: 
A New Tool to 
Drive Policy 
Decisions 



Transportation and Health Tool 
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Transportation Inequities 
•  Low-income communities 

and communities of color  

•  have higher 
transportation costs and 
longer commutes 

•  are more likely to live 
near a highway or major 
roadway 

•  have inadequate 
infrastructure promoting 
active transportation 

Resource:	Braun,	LM	and	Reed,	A.	“The	Benefits	of	Street-Scale	Features	for	
Walking	and	Biking”.	American	Planning	Associa5on.	2015.	Retrieved	from:	
h.ps://www.planning.org/na5onalcenters/health/streetscale/pdf/
walkingbikingfinalreport.pdf;	Zimmerman,	S,	Lieberman,	M,	Kramer,	K	and	Sadler,	
B.	At	the	Intersec5on	of	Ac5ve	Transporta5on	and	Equity:	Joining	Forces	to	Make	
Communi5es	Healthier	and	Fairer.	Safe	Routes	to	School	Na5onal	Partnership.	
2015.	Photo	obtained	from::	www.pedbikeimages.org/	Greg	Griffin	
   



Goals for the Transportation and 
Health Tool 

•  Raise awareness about the links 
between transportation and health in 
both sectors 

•  Encourage health-supportive federal, 
state, and regional transportation policy 
and project decisions 

•  Support more effective and efficient 
collaboration between the 
transportation and public health sectors 



Transportation and Health 
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Graphic:	Courtesy	of	FHWA	Office	of	Planning	



Paving the way through Partnerships 

CDC	&	U.S.	
DOT	

State	Health	
Dept.	&	DOT	

MPOs,	local	
planning	&	
health	dept.	



Moving Forward 

•  Cross-sector collaboration 
between transportation and 
health   

•  Health is incorporated in 
transportation decisions and 
policies 

•  Address inequities through a 
Health in All Policies 
approach  

Image	source:	
h.ps://www.transporta5on.gov/transporta5on-health-tool/indicators/detail/
or/state/oregon#indicators		
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The American Public Health Association champions the health of all  
people and all communities. We strengthen the profession of public  
health, promote best practices and share the latest public health  
research and information. We are the only organization that influences  
federal policy, has a 140-plus year perspective and brings together  
members from all fields of public health. Learn more at www.apha.org. 
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•  Continue dissemination 
•  Case studies 
•  Evaluation 
•  Version 2.0 

Next Steps 

Image	Source:	CDC/	Amanda	Mills	


